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July 15, 2021 

Dear Citizens of Elma, 

The Elma Police Department motto is to "Professionally Serve and Partnership with Integrity, 

Trust and Respect". Our focus is to serve our community and it always will be. Due to recent 

legislation, you may see different responses from your police officers, as "Police Reform Bills" 

impose limitations that will require the Department to find different ways to manage the 

expectations of our citizens. 

Police reform bills arising from the 2021 Legislative session, brought forward a number of new 

laws that significantly change the way we provide service to our community. Members of the 

Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs, (WASPC) have been meeting collectively 

with legal advisors and city insurance providers in attempts to better understand the new 

legislation and develop new policies within our own departments. WASPC has sent a request 

of clarity to the sponsor of one of the bills which significantly changes our response to criminal 

behavior; we have yet to receive a response to our questions. 

To be transparent with the citizens of Elma, the impacts of new legislation will change the 

approach to service our department will provide the community. There continues to be 

language within the 'reform' bills which is unclear, and we await clarification from the Attorney 

General's Office. The following is a brief synopsis of the changes you will see in our response to 

crime, people in crises and calls for service. 

VEHICLE PURSUIT 

One significant change is a new law (ESHB 1054) explicitly restricting vehicle pursuits. An officer 

must now have "probable cause" to believe that a person in the fleeing vehicle has committed 

one of several specified violent crimes, (or have reasonable suspicion they are driving while 

impaired). 

An example, an officer responding to the scene of a crime, may see the fleeing suspect vehicle. 

They cannot pursue the suspect vehicle until they develop probable cause for a crime- a fairly 

high legal standard that goes well beyond mere suspicion. This would normally require first

hand knowledge that the person within the fleeing vehicle committed one of the specified 

violent crimes. The result, while responding officers attempt to determine the existence of 

probable cause for an arrest, is that the suspect gets away. 






