
ELMA CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
September 19, 2022 

6:00 P.M. Hybrid Meeting 

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor Sorensen called the September 19, 2022, City Council Meeting to order. All stood 
for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: 
Wendy Collins called roll. Mayor Sorensen, Josh Collette, John Heater, Pat Miller, Bethany 
Whipple-Boling, and Mike Cooper. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Approval of minutes: August 15, 2022; Approval of payroll in the amount of $167,634.55, 
including EFT's; Approval of Accounts Payable September 2022 in the amount of $65,724.82 
including EFT' s; Approval of handwrites in the amount of $417,252.57, including EFT' s. Josh 
Collette made a motion to approve the consent calendar seconded by John Heater. All 
council members voted in favor. Motion carried. Approval of invoice for Andy's Parts & 
Service in the amount of $74.20. Pat Miller made a motion to approve invoice for Andy's 
Parts & Service seconded by Mike Cooper. Council members Josh Collette, Mike Cooper, 
Bethany Whipple-Boling, and Pat Miller approved. Motion carried. John Heater 
Abstained. 

TOREY MIELKE & ROXIE HARRIS-PROPANE CO. DEVELOPMENT SAFETY 
CONCERNS 
Mayor Sorensen opened the floor to Torey Mielke and Roxie Harris regarding the Propane Co. 
development safety concerns. Torey Mielke and Roxie Harris expressed their concerns 
regarding safety issues if the Propane Co. is allowed to move forward. Council had discussions 
regarding this topic. 

CCAP SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 
Mayor Sorensen excused himself and turned the meeting over to Mayor Pro Tern Pat Miller due 
to his involvement with CCAP. Mayor Pro Tern Pat Miller opened the discussion regarding 
CCAP supported employment services. Wendy Collins introduced Angela from CCAP who then 
briefed council on the program. Mike Cooper made a motion to allow Mayor Sorensen to 
hire to hire a temporary employee through the CCAP program for $18.00/hour in the City 
Clerk's office seconded by Bethany Whipple-Boling. All council members voted in favor. 
Motion carried. 

WASHINGTON TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding Washington Traffic Safety Commission 
Interagency Agreement. Josh Collette made a motion to authorize Mayor Sorensen to sign 
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the agreement regarding the Washinton Traffic Safety Commission Interagency 
Agreement seconded by Pat Miller. All council members voted in favor. Motion carried. 

CHAMBER REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST: CITYWIDE GARAGE SALE FOR 
$1582.61 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding Chamber reimbursement request for the 
$1582.61 for the citywide garage sale. Jillana from the E Bethany Whipple-Boling made a 
motion to table this topic for the next meeting in October seconded by Pat Miller. All 
council members voted in favor. Motion carried. 
Elma Chamber of Commerce briefed council on her request. Council had discussions regarding 
this topic. 

CHAMBER REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST: 2ND QTR TOURISM PLAN FOR $8310.21 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding Chamber reimbursement request for $8310.21 
for the 2nd Qtr. tourism plan. Jillanna from the Elma Chamber of Commerce briefed council on 
her request. Council had discussions regarding this topic. Bethany Whipple-Boling made a 
motion to table this topic for the next meeting in October seconded by Pat Miller. All 
council members voted in favor. Motion carried. 

CHAMBER FUND TRANSFER REQUEST IN THE AMOUNT OF $1200.00 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding the Chamber's request to transfer $1200.00 
from the Haunted Barn budget to the Fall Festival budget. Josh Collette made a motion to 
approve the transfer of $1200.00 from the Haunted Barn budget to the Fall Festival budget 
seconded by Bethany Whipple-Boling. All council members voted in favor. Motion 
carried. 

CHAMBER SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR ELMA FALL FESTIVAL 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding the Chamber Special Event permit for Elma 
Fall Festival. Jillana briefed council regarding the upcoming Elma Fall Festival event. Josh 
Collette made a motion to authorize the permit for the Elma Fall Festival seconded by 
Mike Cooper. All council members voted in favor. Motion carried. 

EVENT PERMIT FOR EAST G.H. COUNTY FIRE/RESCUE EVENT AT THE 
VETERAN'S MEMORIAL PARK 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding request for permit for the East G.H. County 
Fire/Rescue event at the Veteran's Memorial Park. Mayor informed council that the event had 
been cancelled for this year and therefore no permit will be requested at this time. 

HRA VEBA AGREEMENT FOR NON-REPRESENTED EMPLOYEES 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding the HRA VEBA agreement for non
represented employees. Wendy Collins briefed council on this topic. There would be no 
additional funds requested from the City of Elma. Josh Collette made a motion to authorize 
Mayor Sorensen to sign the agreement seconded by John Heater. All council members 
voted in favor. Motion carried. 
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SECURITY DOORS CHANGE ORDER-PANIC BARS REQUIRED FOR NEW DOORS 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding security doors change order for panic bars 
required for new doors. Wendy Collins made a request for a change order for the new doors that 
were installed at City Hall and the new doors that will be installed at City Hall to include panic 
bars. Josh Collette made a motion to authorize the change order seconded by Bethany 
Whipple-Boling. Council had further discussions regarding this topic. Josh Collette withdrew 
motion for authorization. 

WATER APPLICATION-RUZICKA 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding a water application-Ruzicka. John Heater 
made a motion to approve the water application seconded by Bethany Whipple-Boling. 
Council had discussions regarding this topic. All council members voted in favor. Motion 
approved. 

CHANGE ORDER #2 IN THE AMOUNT OF $17,250.00-N 12TH ST IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding a change order #2 for the N 12th St 
Improvement Project in the amount of $17,750.00. Jim Starks briefed council on the request for 
change order #2. Jim Starks informed council that they were over about $5,000.00 in their 
estimation which is well within construction estimates. Josh Collette made a motion to 
approve change order #2 in the amount of $17,750.00 seconded by John Heater. All council 
members voted in favor. Motion carried. Council had further discussions. 

ROGNLIN'S INC PAY ESTIMATE #3-N 12n1 ST IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding Rognlin's Inc pay estimate #3-N 12th St 
Improvement Project. Jim Starks requested to pay Rognlin's Inc pay estimate #3 in the amount 
of $366,471.95. Josh Collette made a motion to approve pay estimate #3 to Rognlin's in the 
amount of $366,471.95 seconded by Bethany Whipple-Boling. All council members voted in 
favor. Motion carried. 

SR 12-E MAIN ST CONSULTANT AGREEMENT FOR PLANNING SERVICES 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding SR 12-E Main St consultant agreement for 
planning services. Council had discussions regarding this topic. Jim Starks recommended 
signing the agreement. Josh Collette made a motion to authorize Mayor Sorensen to sign the 
Gibbs and Olson contract in the amount of $47,023.00 seconded by John Heater. Mayor 
Sorensen expressed to the public that there have not been any decisions made on what's 
going to be done with that intersection. All council members voted in favor. Motion 
carried. 

2023 BUDGET CALENDAR 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding the 2023 budget calendar. Mayor Sorensen 
thanked Wendy Collins on her work with the 2023 budget calendar. Mayor Sorensen expressed 
that he would like to have the budget done by the first meeting in December. 
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AMEND BUDGET ORDINANCE 1203 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding amendment to budget Ordinance #1203, if 
adopted it will be Ordinance #1205. Josh Collette made a motion to authorize Budget 
Ordinance #1205 which amends Budget Ordinance #1203 seconded by John Heater. 
Council had further discussions on this topic. Mayor Sorensen called for roll call. Pat 
Miller had to leave the council meeting. Bethany Whipple-Boling, John Heater, Josh 
Collette voted in favor, Mike Cooper voted against. Motion carried. 

TITLE 2 UPDATED CODE ORDINANCE #1206-CHRIS COKER 
Mayor Sorensen opened the discussion regarding Title 2 updated code ordinance. Chris Coker 
briefed council regarding Title 2 updated code ordinance. Chris Coker reminded council that 
they must provide the amendments to the ordinances. Chris Coker also briefed council that he 
just did some procedural clean-ups such as removing the fire department. Council agreed that 
they should make the policy changes. Josh Collette made a motion to approve Ordinance #1206 
seconded by Mike Cooper. Wendy Collins called roll. All four council members voted in favor. 
Motion carried. 

Mike Cooper made a motion to excuse Pat Miller for remainder of the meeting seconded by 
John Heater. All four council members voted in favor. Motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Parks & Public Works-Josh Collette informed council that the committee had met and they still 
continuing to move through with the parks plan. 

Tourism-John Heater informed council that Tourism has had a couple meetings this week. 

Capital Facilities-Mike Cooper informed council that they have met a couple times and have 
begun establishing a list on the buildings and prioritizing. The committee also talked about long
term and short-term use of the buildings. Mike Cooper also informed council that they have 
received the latest updates from the architect and waiting for Chief to return so that discussions 
can resume regarding the new police building. 

OTHER STAFF REPORTS 
Dee Depoe-Thanked Jim Starks for helping them out with the alarm. Library still doing take out. 

Jillana Bickford-Winter Wine Festival will be January 21, 2023. 

CITIZEN COMMENT 
Tobey Mielke-Inaudible 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
Bethany Whipple-Boling-Inquired about schedules for the park fields and will get in touch with 
someone to make sure a schedule of events is given to public works. 
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John Heater-Suggested to council that he would like to see the Arts Commission go through the 
Chamber of Commerce and go before a committee before the money starts getting spent. Mayor 
Sorensen stated that there is a resolution that the Arts Commission go through the Tourism 
committee and the Arts Commission must go through the Tourism committee to get reimbursed. 

Josh Collette-Requested improving the security at the parks in light of the damage that is being 
caused by vandalism. Josh Collette informed council that him and his family participated in 
Summit Pacific's 5k run. Josh Collette also informed council that on the 29t11 they will be having 
the 3rd installment of the Brownsfield downtown revitalization. 

Mike Cooper-Thanked the fire department for their aid in Montesano last week. Mike Cooper 
would like the City of Elma to complete the Emergency Management Plan. Mike Cooper 
informed council that Josh Collette and himself attended an online briefing from Congressman 
Kilmans office regarding the Re-Compete Act. Mike Cooper also informed council he attended 
a workshop regarding climate change. 

MAYOR'S REPORT 
Mayor Sorensen thanked East County Fire/Rescue and other agencies for quickly putting out a 
brush fire that was heading toward town. Mayor Sorensen informed council that his email was 
compromised. Mayor requested from council to purchase a laptop. The cost will be $699.99 
plus tax. Josh Collette made a motion to authorize Mayor Sorensen to purchase a laptop 
for up to $745.00 seconded by Mike Cooper and the money will be taken out of the 514 
fund. All council members voted in favor. Motion carried. Mayor Sorensen also was invited 
to ShuJack's on Saturday to kick off Octoberfest. 

CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor Sorensen and council went into closed session for 20 minutes at 7:48 p.m. regarding 
union negotiations per RCW 42.30.140( 4)(a) with no action to be taken. Mayor Sorensen and 
council returned at 8:08 p.m. with no action taken. 

Next meeting will be October 3, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 
John Heater made a motion to adjourn seconded by Bethany Whipple-Boling. All council 
members voted in favor. Motion carried. 

Jim Sorensen - Mayor asurer 
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